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The 2025 ELCA Churchwide Assembly continued July 29 at the Phoenix Convention Center. Day two included the
second and third plenary sessions and a morning prayer service at which Nelson Rivera, professor of theology and
ethics at United Lutheran Seminary, preached on the theme “Baptized for the Life of the World.”

On this day, the assembly was invited by the American Indian and Alaska Native Lutheran Association to wear red to
bring awareness to missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls.

The second plenary session opened with a report that the first ballot for presiding bishop did not result in an election.
Tom Cunniff, ELCA general counsel, said 77 candidates received votes during the first ballot, with dozens of people
joining the preidentified nominees on the ballot. Candidates had until midday to remove their name from consideration
going forward.

By the vote during the third plenary, 34 nominees remained. On the second ballot, 791 votes were cast for presiding
bishop; 504 were needed for election. Seven nominees received enough votes to move into Wednesday’s question-and-
answer forum and third ballot. Those seven are: Amy Current, bishop of the Southeastern Iowa Synod; Kevin
Strickland, bishop of the Southeastern Synod; Yehiel Curry, bishop of the Metropolitan Chicago Synod; Tracie
Bartholomew, bishop of the New Jersey Synod; Bill Gohl, bishop of the Delaware-Maryland Synod; Craig Schweitzer,
bishop of the Western North Dakota Synod; and Angela Shannon, assistant to the bishop of the Metropolitan New York
Synod.

Plenary session two

Before the second ballot vote, the day moved into preparation for the remaining assembly sessions, including the
introduction of the draft of the “Civic Life and Faith” social statement by co-chairs Anthony Bateza, associate professor
of religion at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minn., and Phyllis Johnson, vice president of the Eastern North Dakota
Synod. They were joined by Douglas Barclay, pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church in Manhattan Beach, Calif., and a
member of the social statement task force, to lay out the process of developing the statement on how church members
may faithfully speak and act in civic life, as called for by the 2019 Churchwide Assembly. During the plenary’s college
corporation meeting, Paul Pribbenow, president of Augsburg University in Minneapolis, offered greetings on behalf of
the Network of ELCA Colleges and Universities (NECU) and presented on NECU’s strategic plan for 2022-2025. NECU
leaders were recognized and Waldorf University, Forest City, Iowa, was welcomed back into full membership. Valparaiso
(Ind.) University was included as an associate member. Lamont Wells, NECU executive director, introduced Rebecca
Ehretsman, president of Wartburg College in Waverly, Iowa, to deliver a governance report. Wartburg’s governance
requires the churchwide assembly to act as its college corporation. The leaders of the seven ELCA seminaries were also
recognized. repudiate the doctrine of discovery,” Retamoza said, encouraging participants to visit elca.org/indigenous
for resources.
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The session continued with an update on the repudiation of the
Doctrine of Discovery, which the 2016 Churchwide Assembly had
voted to do. In 2019, Elizabeth Eaton, ELCA presiding bishop,
authorized the formation of a task force to implement a
comprehensive and churchwide repudiation of the doctrine, which
allowed European, and later American, nations to claim lands
occupied by Indigenous or other non-European, non-Christian
people as federal property. Manuel Retamoza, co-chair of the ELCA
Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery Task Force, and Amy
Odgren, bishop of the Northeastern Minnesota Synod and a task
force member, presented the group’s findings. Retamoza and
Odgren spoke about the church’s Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women movement efforts and highlighted the ELCA’s Truth &
Healing Movement, led by Vance Blackfox, ELCA director for
Indigenous ministries and tribal relations, as well as the truth-
seeking and truth-telling initiatives revolving around Indian
boarding schools. “Ask your pastor, your deacon, your synod bishop,
what is being done to address the ELCA’s commitment to repudiate
the doctrine of discovery,” Retamoza said, encouraging participants
to visit elca.org/indigenous for resources. Amendments to the
ELCA’s constitution, bylaws and continuing resolutions were then
announced, with constitutional amendments to be considered
during the July 31 sessions. The plenary also included recognition of
the leaders of the ELCA’s separately incorporated ministries. Before
the morning session ended, Imran Siddiqui, ELCA vice president,
gave his report and that of the ELCA Church Council. “Something
near to my heart is the systemic devaluation of lay leadership in our
church,” he said. To counter this, Siddiqui announced the council’s
passage of the Commission for a Renewed Lutheran Church’s
(CRLC) recommendation for an Association of Synod Vice Presidents.
“This is a good first step in acknowledging the role of the synod vice
presidents and the need for formal fellowship and training,” he said.
Plenary session three

During the third plenary, the assembly voted to archive certain social
policy resolutions that are older than 25 years. The 28 resolutions
were reviewed and determined to be rendered moot by subsequent
resolutions, social teachings or archived by a previous assembly.
Lori Fedyk, ELCA treasurer, and Wyvetta Bullock, executive for
administration, then presented the budget report and proposal for
2026-2028. The report showed that the revenues in each of the
previous three years exceeded the spending. The additional funds
were used to meet obligations created by the previous assembly, to
contribute to an endowment that supports new ministries, and to
provide funds to support work in the next two years as the
churchwide organization settles into the new and additional work
that comes from a new presiding bishop, Fedyk said.

Fedyk and Bullock then presented the proposed budget for the next
three years, including how the ELCA conservatively plans its budget
to remain fiscally responsible with the money it receives while
supporting congregations and ministries throughout the country.
The budget will be voted upon during Thursday’s session.

continue on pg. 5
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Randy Henning

Not much new going on. We received an offer on
the church, but it was a little more than a third of
our asking price, so it was turned down. There
are still some interested parties, but no other
offers have been received.

You should see a new “For Sale” sign out front in
the near future. Hopefully, that will draw some
new attention.

I also want to thank everyone for their support on
our FMSC pack that occurred at Atonement on
July 11-12. It was a great success. We met our
contracted goal of 186,624 meals and also raised
enough money to give us a great start on next
year’s fund raising. The number of meals packed
meant that 511 children will get one meal a day for
the next year. Hopefully, next year, we’ll do more.

“God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday in September
7. There are projects being planned right now by
the GRC for that day. I encourage everyone to
pick out something they would be interested in
doing and take part that day. That day is what we
are all about, so let’s make it a success. That’s it
for now.

$

June 2025 Treasurer’s Report

Category

June

Actual  YTD Actual
INCOME $11,482 $61,347
EXPENSES $10.357 $83.377
Congregation Coord  $o $0
Cong Vitality Team $0 $0
MISSIONS $2,000 $7.814
OFFICE $138 $1,367
OUTREACH $914 $1,364
PASTOR FUND $o $0
PROPERTY $3,207 $20,512
STEWARDSHIP $o $o
SUPPORT $1,222 $10,945
WAGES $2,787 $41,141
WORSHIP $o $232
Total YTD Income $ 61,347
Total YID Expenses $ 83,377
Total YTD Difference -$ 22,030

2025 General Funds paid to missions are as
follows:

Central States Synod  $ 3,000
Local Missions $ 3,500
Outreach Missions $ 1,314

Our May offerings of $11,482 were $1,125 MORE
than our expenses of $10,357. This is the first time
this year that monthly income exceeded monthly
expenses. Our year-to-date expenses of $83,377
and year to date income of $61,347 leaves us with
a deficit of $22,030 as of the end of June 2025.

If you have any questions, please call or email
me. Thanks.

Dave Endorf, Treasurer
dave.endorf@gmail.com
502-612-3518
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NURSE NOTE AUGUST 2025
First, a followup on the pill business...

[f you're taking a number of pills once or twice a day. it’s probably helpful to use
pillboxes and set up a week or two. Maybe not longer, in case you have to change
something (it’s the pits to try and remove a pill or two).

If you get a new medication, you can add it (like an antibiotic).

Have a printed list of medications = all of them, not just prescribed pills - and times you
take them, to use as a guide to help fill your pill boxes.

It's a good idea to take your list with you when you go to the doctor’s office or the
emergency room. Anyone who is prescribing medicines will want to know what you are
currently taking. Medicines can have interaction that may be dangerous or unpleasant,
and that also applies to ones that are OTC (Over The Counter).

Whoops, you dropped some pills or found some on the floor! What to do?

You could just pitch ‘em. But pills are important and cost money.

You can google “pill identifier” and it will take you to a website that tells you what a pill
is. You enter any imprints (need a magnifiying glass), shape, and color. Ahah! Now
you know.

For safety’s sake, keep medicines in a cool, dry, dark place; some may need to be kept
in the fridge.

Going somewhere? Don’t fill pillboxes. Those airport and customs folks want to see all
medicines in the labelled container with your name on it.

Just a curious note...Apoliceman once told me that pillboxes are technically illegal for
prescription meds. Meds are always supposed to be kept in the original labelled
container. Ah well. Pillboxes are just too useful.

Second, a note from recent experience...

I was hanging laundry on a Tuesday and started to fall. Caught the top of a wood chair
under my left armpit. A little sore, but no biggie. Thursday morning woke up with pain
upper left chest. Couldn’t cough or deep breathe. Went to the ER. No heart problem,
no broken bone...but they found I had an infection (start of pneumonia). Three days in
the hospital, antibiotics.

If you aren’t feeling right, better to get it checked out sooner than later...

Bill K
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Hilja Ndatala-Eenyofi Nghaangulwa, bishop of the Eastern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Namibia, brought greeting during the budget presentation and voiced gratefulness for the ELCA’s support
during the country’s struggle for independence and continued partnership. Guadalupe Cortez, bishop of
the Salvadoran Lutheran Church, also shared greetings and gratitude for its partnership with the ELCA
throughout the years, especially during the country’s civil war and period of high organized crime.

The afternoon also included an introduction of the revision of the “Human Sexuality: Gift and Trust” social
statement, which included a discussion of the covenant the task force has in working together, to
remember they are all part of the body of Christ and devoted to the greater body. The work, presented by
Keats Miles-Wallace, pastor of Technicolor Ministries in the Southwestern Texas Synod, and Joel Benson,
pastor of Trinity (Butler) and Rider (West Sunbury) Lutheran churches in Pennsylvania, focused on
respecting the opinions and intentions of those approaching the statement from different aspects.

The task force presented proposed revisions focused on consistency of language; legality of marriage that
has changed since 2009 when the statement first passed; and updating language revolving sex, sexuality
and gender, including updates to make the language more gender-inclusive. The statement is open for
amendments until Wednesday morning and will be voted for approval of amendments and final
consideration on Friday.

The next report was from the CRLC, presented by co-chairs Carla Christopher, assistant to the bishop in
the Lower Susquehanna Synod, and Leon Schwartz, a member of St. Paul Lutheran Church in Winterset,
Iowa. The report detailed recommendations for the church to act upon now and considerations to discern
into the next churchwide assembly in 2028. Five considerations will be considered this week, while seven
were addressed by the Church Council. The council determined that another consideration, regarding a
possible name change for the church, merited further conversation before any recommendation is made.
In other business, several memorials were considered during the second plenary. The assembly adopted
(729-49) en bloc two memorials. Two memorials (Memorial C8: Social Message on Rural Life and Ministry
and Memorial D1: Justice for Palestinians and Israelis) were pulled from en bloc for separate consideration.
Memorials approved Tuesday include:

e Memorial A3—Indian Boarding School Remembrance: Calls for (779-7) the church to observe the
National Day of Remembrance for Indian Bording Schools annually, develop educational programs and
materials surrounding the history and ELCA’s complicity with Indian boarding schools, and provide
ongoing recognition and support for the continued work to locate all known records regarding the
ELCA predecessor churches’ involvement with Indian boarding and day schools, among other actions.

e Memorial Bi4—Consideration of Recommendation 1 of the Commission for a Renewed Lutheran
Church: Calls for (646-144) the church to acknowledge the importance of accountability in addressing
racism within all structures of the ELCA, to affirm the work of the Strategy Toward Authentic Diversity
Advisory Team, to request that the Church Council continue to work with the team to clarify the nature
of mutual accountability, and to direct the Church Council to add a timeline to its actions taken and to
provide progress updates to this church with a final report by fall 2027, including possible
constitutional changes.



https://www.aarp.org/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2025/07/called-to-renew

£2 SAINT PHILIP'S

SUGGESTED DONATION ITEMS

HYGIENE & MEDICAL

* Face Towels / Wash Cloths
* Toothbrushes & Toothpaste
* Body Wash

* Deodorant

» Lotion or Vaseline

* Feminine Hygiene Products
* Grooming Kits

» Disposable Razors

* Headache / Sinus Medicine
* Advil, Aleve, Tylenol

* Electrolyte Packs

* First Aid Kits

» Band Aids /Antiseptic Creams
* Hand Sanitizer

» Wet Wipes / Baby Wipes
 Lip Balm/ Chapstick

» Face Masks

HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES

» Cleaning Supplies
* Trash Bags

» Mops, Brooms

« Buckets

 Gloves

NON-PERISHABLE
FOOD

e Chili / Cup of Noodles

» Deli Sandwiches

* Energy or Granola Bars

» Potato Chips

* Nuts / Trail Mix

» Sandwich Crackers
(Peanut Butter & Cheese)

* Fruit Cups

* Fruit Snacks

* Chicken or Tuna Salad

» Beef Jerky

DROP OFF:10 AM =5 PM
2424 ANNIE MALONE DR., ST. LOUIS, MO 63113



OUTREACH
MEALS FOR ROOM AT THE INN - Living Christ
will be providing a meal on Friday, August 15, and
Wednesday, September 24 for Room At The Inn.
Room At The Inn houses homeless families and
are very appreciative of the meals we have
already delivered. Their favorite were “the tacos!”
If you are interested in this Outreach project,
there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.
Any questions, please speak with Cathie Lehr or
Kathy Endorf.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES - Outreach is asking for
donations of school supplies through the
summer and this fall for the second semester
of school in January 2026. School supplies
are on sale now, so now is the time to shop!
Teachers, parents and students will certainly
appreciate new school supplies starting the
second semester. All donations will support
Arrowpoint Elementary School in the
Hazelwood School District. There are two
“School Supply” bins on your way to the
sanctuary. Thank you!

God’s work.
Qur hands.

“God'’s Work-Our Hands” Sunday is
September 7th. This is an opportunity to
celebrate who we are as the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America — one church,
freed in Christ to serve and love our
neighbor. Worship will be at Unity in Bel-Nor,
8454 Glen Echo Drive, Normandy, MO. 63121
at 10:30 a.m. After the worship service there
will be a simple lunch. Please sign up on the
sheet by Sunday, August 3l1st for lunch at
Unity. After lunch we will all be working on
two service projects. One service project will
be assembling 200 “Personal Care Kits” for
Lutheran World Relief. The other service
project will be assembling 200 “Car Care
Kits” for the homeless people we see on the
streets. Any questions, please speak with
Kathy Endorf (502)-475-4508.

COUNCIL BULLETS

A Big Book Fair will be held at Unity on August 2, 8:00 am - 2:00 pm. Bring 3 cans of
food and receive a free book. All kids receive a free book.

Bridging Ministries (UCC group) will host an ice cream social sometime in the August -
September time frame, and a Christmas concert TBD.

God'’s Work Our Hands (September 7) - Personal care kits for LWR will be put together
at LCLC. A variety of activities will be planned at other locations. More information will

be coming soon.

School supplies for Arrow point Elementary - We will be collecting school supplies
throughout the summer for donating in January.

A committee to consider disbursement of funds following sale of the property will be
established soon. Contact Randy Henning if you are interested in participating.
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FIFTY PLUS

Fifty Plus will tour the St. Louis County Clark

Family Library at 1640 S. Lindbergh Blvd on
August 20. We will meet at 10.00 am to
explore the library and a tour will be

given in the Emerson History and
Genealogy Department at 10:30 am. Lunch
will follow at Brio Italian Grille at 1601 South
Lindbergh Blvd in Plaza Frontenac. Sign up
sheet and directions will be posted on the
bulletin board.

Create Days - Fridays, August 8,
September 12, and October 8, are Living
Christ’s last days to work on the last four
quilts for Lutheran World Relief. The
completed 24+ quilts will be blessed on
Sunday, September 21 in the Sunday
Service. The quilts will be boxed up and
taken to the Lutheran World Relief
Ingathering on Saturday, October 18,
9:00-12:00, at Good Shepherd,
Hazelwood. The quilts will be sent around
the world where needed! Thank you to all
who have donated sewing tools, sewing
machines, quilt batting, donated fabric,
cut fabric, sewn the fabric for quilt tops,
sewn quilt backs, tied the quilts and
hemmed the quilts! Thank you to those
who have prayed for this quilt ministry
around the world. These quilts provide
such comfort to those in need.

\/
Tncyd

AUGUST LUNCH BUNCH —

August Lunch Bunch will meet at Red
Lobster located at 12235 St. Charles Rock
Road on August 14 at 11:30 am. The
restaurant has been accommodating in the
past and looking forward to dining there
again. Please call Joyce Meyer at 314-838-
3741 or 314-374-4135 to reserve a

spot. Anyone is welcome to join us!

DIAPER DRIVE \ /

In August, Living Christ will be collecting
money/checks for the St. Louis Diaper Bank.
The Diaper Bank prefers money/checks to get
good value when purchasing diapers in bulk.

Thank you for supporting this ministry. With
access to the St. Louis Diaper Bank, new
mother’'s and their babies can be stress-free!

JULY LUNCH BUNCH RECAP
July Lunch Bunch returned to the Ferguson

Brewery at 418 S Florissant Road on July 10 at
11:30 am. We had nineteen diners enjoying
lunch and social time. The restaurant has
always been welcoming and a good variety
on the menu. Service was excellent.
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August Worship Assistanls

August 3

Preaching/Presiding: PMA Jon Heerboth
Assisting Minister: Bill Kaeppel

Lector: Dave Endorf

Live Stream: Gary & Laurie Brown
Musician: Greg Ott

Ushers: Marilyn Wiley & Cathie Lehr
Greeter: Jann Mueller

Altar Guild: Joyce Wolf, Ann Schultz

August 17
Preaching/Presiding: PMA Jon Heerboth

Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett

Lector: Cathie Lehr

Live Stream: Rod Wallace

Musician: Creg Ott

Ushers: Jann & Glenn Mueller

Greeter: Marilyn Wiley

Altar Guild: Doris Stoehner, Marilyn Wiley & Bill Kaeppel

August 31
Preaching/Presiding: PMA Jon Heerboth
Assisting Minister: Randy Henning

Lector: Karen Haynes

Live Stream: Erle Craig

Musician:

Ushers: Glenn Albers & Ann Schultz

Greeter: Glenn Mueller

Altar Guild: Maureen Buchek & Marjorie Becker

**If you are unable to serve on your assigned date,
please swap with someone or find a replacement***
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9:15am Worship/
@LCLC

T:am True Vine

10

9:15am Worship/
ZION

Tam True Vine

17

9:15am
Worship/LCLC
Tlam True Vine

24 9:15am Worship
/ZION
1lam True Vine

31
9:15anWorship/LCL
(o4

n
6pm CVT
7pm Council

18

25

5
Tlam Exercise Class

12
Tlam Exercise Class

19
Tlam Exercise Class

26
Tlam Exercise Class

13

20

10am 50+St. Louis
County Clark Family
Library

27

7
Tlam Exercise Class

14

Tlam Exercise Class
11:30am Lunch
Bunch

21
Tlam Exercise Class
6:30pm NCOTC

28
Tlam Exercise Class

AUGUST 2025

8 9
9:00am Create Day

15 16
22 23
29 30

Zoom links for events can be found on our website

www.lc-livingchrist.org/calendar
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