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The Word has been made real flesh. We are constantly reminded of Jesus’ very real humanity
throughout scripture: “who, though he existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as
something to be grasped, but emptied himself,  taking the form of a slave, assuming human likeness.”

(Phil. 2:6-7).
We remember also how God chooses to dwell not in halls of power, but is born as a baby in an ordinary
village. The Divine Presence dwells where we least expect it. For those who awaken to the true promise

of the divine, a different way will be taken…sending us out in ways we least expect, by other roads.

http://www.lc-livingchrist.org


Welcome to Lutheran Church of the Living Christ

Welcome! If you came as a guest today, we hope you leave as a friend. May this worship
service surround you with the love of God through Christ and fill you with the Holy Spirit.

Invitation to Communion: We welcome all to commune at LCLC. It is not our table, nor this
congregation’s table, nor our denomination’s table. It is the table of Jesus Christ. By his
invitation there is a place for everyone. We believe that Jesus is present in the bread and wine
that forgives sin, nourishes faith, and calls us to be witnesses to the gospel.

Notes about our worship service: Guidance is printed in italics throughout. “P” indicates the
speaking part of the presiding minister; “L” indicates a speaking part of a lay leader; “C” and
parts in boldface indicate speaking parts of the whole congregation. You may also follow
along with the service by looking at the screen in the front of the sanctuary. Liturgical pieces
are set to familiar Christmas tunes. This liturgy is provided by the Eastern Missouri
Conference of the Central States Synod.

Please be mindful of others’ comfort with touch. Ask before giving a handshake or hug.

PRELUDE                               By Still Waters                        Tom Birchwood

WELCOME

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who makes all things new, whose mercy
endures forever.

C: Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P:  Holy One, source of our renewal,
C: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free ourselves. We have
not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts have turned away from you.  For the
sake of the world you so love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another
for the glory of your holy name.  Amen.
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P:  Thus says our God:
C:  “The former things have come to pass and new things I now declare.” God’s
mercy makes us new. We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior.  Amen.

GATHERING HYMN                       Blest Are They          #ELW 728

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Holy God, you confound the world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the
pure in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and perseverance in striving for
peace, that in our words and deeds the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

First Reading: Micah 6:1-8
With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God brings a lawsuit against Israel.
God has “wearied” Israel with a long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish
sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the people to do justice, to love loyalty
to God, and to walk shrewdly in God’s service.

 1Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear
your voice.  2Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD,  and you enduring
foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will contend
with Israel.  3“O my people, what have I done to you?  In what have I wearied you?
Answer me!  4For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the
house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, remember
now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the LORD.”  6“With
what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high?  Shall I come before
him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old?  7Will the LORD be pleased with thousands
of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,
the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and
what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?

L: The Word of God still speaks.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Psalm: Psalm 15
LORD, who may abide upon your holy hill? (Ps. 15:1)
 L: LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may abide upon your holy hill?
 C: Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, who speak the truth from

their heart; R
 L:   they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; they do not

cast discredit upon a neighbor.
 C: In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD.
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word.
 L:  They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against

the innocent.  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown. R

Second Reading:1 Corinthians 1:18-31

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message of the cross seems stupid
and offensive. Yet this word reveals the paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and
salvation through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the cross becomes
true wisdom and power for believers. 18The message about the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it
is written,  “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the
discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where
is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For
since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God
decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For
Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called,
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human
strength.  26Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise
by human standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But
God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in
the world to shame the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world,
things that are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in
the presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for us
wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31in order
that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”

L: The Word of God still speaks.
C: Thanks be to God.
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The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12

Jesus opens the Sermon on the Mount by naming those who are blessed in the reign of God.

1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his
disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  3“Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  4“Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted.  5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the
earth.  6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be
filled.  7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.   8“Blessed are the
pure in heart, for they will see God.  9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be
called children of God.  10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.   11“Blessed are you when people revile
you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
Following the reading the assembly is seated.

SERMON         The Rev. David J. Whetter, Bishop’s Associate

The assembly is invited to stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY We Are Called                       ELW #720
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Installation of  Pastor Matt Helfrich

Presentation
The assembly stands. The pastor to be installed and a representative of the calling body come before
the presiding minister and the assembly.
The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
Having been authorized by the church to install  Matthew Helfrich , our co-worker in the
gospel, as pastor I now ask for certification of this call.
A representative of the calling body addresses the presiding minister.
After prayerful deliberation, we, of Lutheran Church of the Living Christ,
have called Matthew Helfrich as pastor.  I present him and this letter certifying the call.
The representative gives the presiding minister the letter certifying that the call has been received and
accepted.
The representative moves aside, and the assembly is seated.

Address and Questions
The presiding minister addresses the pastor being installed.
A reading from John: Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.
Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23)

A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the
age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

A reading from First Timothy: Set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in
faith, in purity. Attend to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. Do not
neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on of
hands by the council of elders. Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that
all may see your progress. Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in
these things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:12-16)

The presiding minister questions the pastor being installed.
Matt in the presence of this assembly
will you commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility,
in the confidence that it comes from God through the call of the church?
Response:
I will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you preach and teach in accordance with the holy scriptures
and with the confessions of the Lutheran church?
Will you carry out this ministry in harmony with the constitutions
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America?
Response:
I will, and I ask God to help me.
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Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures
and in your use of the means of grace?
Will you love, serve, and pray for God’s people,
nourish them with the word and sacraments,
and lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living?
Response:
I will, and I ask God to help me.

Will you give faithful witness in the world,
that God’s love may be known in all that you do?
Response:
I will, and I ask God to help me.

Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things,
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them.
The assembly responds:
Amen.
The assembly stands.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.
People of God,
will you receive Matt as a messenger of Jesus Christ
sent to serve all people with the gospel of hope and salvation?
Will you regard her/him as a servant of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God?
We will, and we ask God to help us.

Will you pray for him,
help and honor him for his work’s sake,
and in all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ?
We will, and we ask God to help us.

The presiding minister addresses the pastor being installed.
Matt  the office of pastor is now committed to you
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Blessing
The newly installed pastor may kneel as the presiding minister proclaims God’s blessing.
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,
make you complete in everything good so that you may do God’s will,
working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight;
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
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The pastor stands. The following procession to the places of the word and sacraments may be used.
The presiding minister escorts the pastor to the place of baptism. A representative of the congregation
says:
You have been called to be among us to baptize, to teach, and to forgive sins.
They proceed to the place of the word. A representative of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to proclaim the good news.

They proceed to the place of the meal. A representative of the congregation says:
You have been called to be among us to preside at the Lord’s supper.

The presiding minister may address the assembly with these or similar words.
People of God, I present to you Matt, your pastor .Let us welcome him in the name of Christ.
The assembly may offer acclamation with applause.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
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Prayers of Intercession

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need.

A brief silence.

Cultivate humility in your church. In gatherings of every size, teach us to boast only in the
cross. Shape your church to be people of kindness, generosity, and justice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
The foundations of the earth bear witness to your faithfulness; the mountains and hills echo
with your holiness. When we mistreat your creation, show us the error of our ways. Inspire
us with reverent awe to honor all you have made. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
You make foolish the wisdom of the world. Raise up honorable leaders who seek justice, love
mercy, and pursue peace. Frustrate plans that are corrupt, wicked, and self-seeking. Prosper
the work of peacemakers (local and international reconciliation efforts may be named). Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
Bless all whom the world rejects. Accompany those who are regarded as foolish, weak, low,
and despised; reveal your power and presence at work where it is least expected. Give your
life, strength, and wisdom to all in need (especially). Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
As with your people Israel, remind this congregation of your saving acts. Remind us how
your faithfulness brought us through difficulties and sustained us despite our weaknesses.
Establish the cross as the center of our life together. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Praise to you for your blessed saints in every time and place (especially). Trusting you
accompanied them in poverty, persecution, and in every trial, we trust you abide with your
people always. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in
Christ crucified.
Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Share a sign of peace by waving, flashing a peace sign, or another form of greeting.

9



Offering Prayer
Liberating God,
you break the bonds of injustice
and let the oppressed go free.
Receive these offerings in thanksgiving
for all your works of merciful power,
and shape us as people of your justice and freedom.
You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior,
Amen.

COMMUNION LITURGY

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. And
so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth, the hosts of heaven and all creation,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Illuminating God, source of creation, our salvation and our hope, we praise you for your
creative labor, bearing expectations for life and love. When we strayed from your path and
chose cruelty and despair, you spoke to us through unexpected prophets: Isaiah envisioned a
blossoming desert; Mary proclaimed a world turned upside down; John the Baptist cried out
for repentance. At this expectant hour, your Son Jesus came to bring us extraordinary love
and to heal all the suffering world.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for
the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his life among us, his death as one of us, and his resurrection, the
first of all of us, we anticipate his coming in righteousness and peace.

Send your Spirit on us and on this meal we share: that we may work for justice, build hope
for your already but not yet reign, and share the anticipated love and joy of your Son. All
glory and honor is yours, in your holy creation, both now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray as Jesus taught us.
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.
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Invitation to Communion
P: Come and taste the joy of God!
C:  Amen.

The assembly is seated.

DISTRIBUTION
Time is given for the sharing of bread and wine. You may come forward to receive communion at the
altar or partake with prepackaged elements at your seat. However communion is given and received,
we trust Jesus is present in the bread and cup we share as a gathered community.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN Eat This Bread                                 #ELW #472

Prayer after Communion
P:  Holy One,
we thank you for the healing
that springs forth abundantly from this table.
Renew our strength to do justice,
love kindness,
and journey humbly with you.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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The assembly stands.

BLESSING
P:  The God who faithfully brings forth justice
and breaks the oppressor’s rod
☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you,
today and always.
C:  Amen.

SENDING HYMN                        Christ, Be Our Light                               #ELW 715

DISMISSAL
L:  Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE At the Rising of the  Sun David Paxton

Announcements for the week of 1/29/23
1. Installation of Pastor Matt 1-29
2. FEBRUARY LUNCH BUNCH TO MEET AT CHIMI'S The Lunch bunch will meet

Thursday, February 9, at 11:30 at Chimi's Fresh Mex, 520 N. HWY 67, Florissant 63031.
For reservations contact Judy Holmes at 314-355-1125 or mickey.holmes@att.net.
All  are welcome.

3. 2022 Contribution Reports are available for pick up from the table in the hallway.  Please
review your contribution report and inform me of any discrepancies by Jan. 31.
Jeanne Calderwood, Financial Secretary, 636-946-7952.

4. FIFTY PLUS BINGO AND PIZZA Fifty Plus will meet at 10:30, Wednesday, February 15,
in the lower level of the church for another round of bingo and pizza. Please bring a white
elephant for the prize table. Please wrap gifts. The menu will be pizza, salad, ice cream,
cookies, lemonade and coffee. Bring $7 to cover the cost of lunch. Sign up sheet will be on the
bulletin board by February 4.

5. This is a Special Request for all food going to God's Helping Hand  ...PLEASE Bring food into
church by TODAY, JANUARY  29TH …Food will be  picked up and delivered to Janis on
Monday morning JANUARY 30th.      Thank you for your  help.   Bob Fayman
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Worship Leadership
January 29, 2023
Preaching/Presiding: The Rev. David J. Whetter
/Pr. Matt Helfrich
Assisting Minister: Bill Kaeppel
Lector: Laurie Brown
Zoom & Slides: Gary & Laurie Brown
Musician: Greg Ott
Ushers: Jim & Doris Stoehner
Greeter: LeVaughn & Sheila Smart
Altar Guild: Karen Haynes & Sheila Smart

February 5, 2023

Preaching/Presiding: Pr. Matt Helfrich

Assisting Minister: Angela Bennett

Lector: Jeanne Calderwood

Zoom & Slides: Erle Craig

Musician: David Eggers

Ushers:Marilyn Wiley, Cathie Lehr, Gloria Broderick

Greeter: Jim Stoehner

Altar Guild: Joyce Wolf & Ann Schultz

Coming Up at Living Christ
Monday 1/30 5:00pm Noble Guard
Tuesday 1/31 10:00am Bible Class

11:00am Exercise
7:00pm Fox Lake HOA
7:00pm Bible Class (ZOOM)

Wednesday 2/1 6:30pm Girl Scouts
Thursday 2/2 11:00am Exercise
Friday 2/3
Saturday 2/4
Sunday 2/5 8:00am Vocal Choir;

9:15am Worship;
10:30am  Adult Ed. Hour
11:00am True Vine Church of God
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